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fashion as by Jane Austen, to whom it is the essential
foundation of her plots.

In Sense and Sensibility, Jane Austen's first novel,
Ferrars has fallen in love as a boy with Lucy Steele before
he meets his true counterpart in Elinor ; Marianne is
wildly attached to Willoughby, before she transfers her
affections to the worthy Colonel Brandon ; Elizabeth in
Pride and Prejudice falls under the charm of Wickham,
only to discover that Darcy is the man she really loves.

This sytem is woven in a still more masterly way into
the structure of the later novels. It is by means of
Captain Wentworth's vain attempts in Persit&sion to
attach himself to Louisa Musgrave that he becpines aware
that Anne Elliot is the only woman he caitreally love ;
Emma's fancying herself attracted by Frshk iChurchill
reveals to her unawareness her devotion to Knightley ;
and in the comic underplot of the novel she dtives Harriet
Smith into two sentimental errors before her appropriate,
and happy marriage to the worthy young farmer, Robert"
Martin.

In Mansfield Park the false attachment is put to still
finer and indeed to almost tragic uses, Edmund falls
very seriously in love with Mary Crawford ; Fanny Price
almost succumbs to Henry's genuine attachment, and it is
only by means of the deeply moral characters of Fanny
and Edmund that they escape the charms of the charming,
most charming, Crawfords, who are yet not really worthy
of them.

It was in my enjoyment of these and other effects and
qualities in the later works of Jane Austen, that my
fidelity to her fame, shaken for a moment, was happily
re-established; and now I feel that I can look forward
with confidence again to ever-recurring perusals of her
novels, as long as I shall be whirled through space upon
this planet, reading, reading, round the sun.
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